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Prelude Lyrics 

 

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  
Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! Of Jesse's lineage coming as men of old have sung. It came, a 
flow’ret bright, amid the cold of winter, when half-spent was the night. Isaiah 'twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind; with 
Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. To show God's love aright she bore to men a Savior when half-spent was the night. 

This Flow’r, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere. True 
man, yet very God, from sin and death he saves us and lightens every load.  

 

Comfort and Joy 
Rest, believer, do not be dismayed. Remember Jesus was born on Christmas Day. He came to save us though we go astray. 
This is Good News of comfort and joy. God, our Father, made all that is and Christ, our Savior, died that we may live. The 

Holy Spirit strength and comfort gives. This is Good News of comfort and joy. Good Christian men, rejoice! Now you need 
not fear the grave, Jesus Christ was born to save. Good Christian men, rejoice! He came to save us though we go astray. This is 
Good News of comfort and joy!  

 

Angels’ Carol  
Have you heard the sound of the angel voices ringing out so sweetly, ringing out so clear? Have you seen the star shining out 
so brightly as a sign from God that Christ the Lord is here? Have you heard the news that they bring from heaven to the 

humble shepherds who have waited long? Gloria in excelsis, Deo, Gloria in excelsis, Deo! Hear the angels sing their joyful 
song. He is come in peace in the winter's stillness, like a gentle snowfall in the gentle night; He is come in joy like the sun at 
morning filling all the world with radiance and with light. He is come in love as the child of Mary; in a simple stable, we have 

seen his birth. Gloria in excelsis, Deo, Gloria in excelsis, Deo! Hear the angels singing Peace on Earth. He will bring new light 
to a world in darkness, like a bright star shining in the skies above; he will bring new hope to the waiting nations when he 
comes to reign in purity and love. Let the Earth rejoice at the Savior’s coming; let the Heavens answer with the joyful mourn: 

Gloria in excelsis, Deo, Gloria in excelsis, Deo! Hear the angels singing, ‘Christ is born.’ 

 

In the Bleak Midwinter  
In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone: snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago. Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; heaven and earth shall 
flee away when he comes to reign: in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. Angels 

and archangels may have gathered there, cherubim and seraphim thronged the air, but only his mother, in her maiden bliss, 
worshiped the Beloved with a kiss. What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb, if I were a 
wise man I would do my part, yet what I can I give him, give my heart. 
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Christmas Eve 2023 Candlelight Service 10 pm 
  

 

As you enter, begin to worship quietly. Please silence your phone. 

PRELUDE (9:30 PM): Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (Hymn 221) arr. M. Hayes 

 In Dulci Jubilo F. W. Zachau 

 In Dulci Jubilo, BWV 608 J. S. Bach 

 Comfort and Joy A. T. Williams 

 Noel: Grand Jeu et Duo L. C. Daquin 

 Angels’ Carol J. Rutter 

 Gesu Bambino (The Infant Jesus) P. Yon 

 In the Bleak Midwinter arr. M. Hayes 

CALL TO WORSHIP Micah 5:2–5 Dr. Chris Walker 

CHORAL INTROIT Christmas Intrada D. Lantz III 

Gloria! Sing gloria! Let earth receive her King! Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven 

and nature sing! 

 Sanctuary Choir 

INVOCATION  Rev. Matt Collins 

HYMN 218 *  Angels, from the Realms of Glory REGENT SQUARE 

Lesson 1 

LESSON: Isaiah 40:3–5 

Isaiah predicts John the Baptist will prepare the way for Jesus  

ANTHEM Good People All, This Christmastime arr. E. Butler  
Good people all, this Christmastime, consider well and bear in mind what our good God for 

us has done in sending his beloved Son. With Mary holy, we should pray to God with love this 

Christmas day. In Bethlehem upon that morn there was a blessed Messiah born. Near 

Bethlehem did shepherds keep their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep, to whom God’s 

angels did appear, which put the shepherds in great fear. “Prepare and go,” the angels 

said, “To Bethlehem, for there you’ll find, this happy morn, a princely babe, sweet Jesus, 

born.” Come, let us then our tribute pay to our good God as well we may, for all His grace 

and mercy shown, through his Son to us, till then unknown. And when through life we wend 

our way, mid trials and suff’rings day by day, in faith and hope whate’er befall we’ll ‘wait in 

peace his holy call. 

Sanctuary Choir 
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HYMN 200 *  It Came upon the Midnight Clear CAROL 

Lesson 2 

LESSON: Luke 1:41–46 

Elizabeth and Mary rejoice together 

ANTHEM Still, Still, Still arr. R. Hobby 

Still, still, still, one can hear the falling snow. For all is hushed, the world is sleeping, holy star its vigil 

keeping…Gloria in excelsis Deo. Sleep, sleep, sleep, ‘tis the eve of our Savior’s birth. The night is 

peaceful all around you, close your eyes, let sleep surround you…Dream, dream, dream of the 

joyous day to come. While guardian angels without number watch you as you sweetly 

slumber…. 

  Sanctuary Choir 

HYMN 229 * Gentle Mary Laid Her Child TEMPEST ADEST FLORIDUM 

Lesson 3 

LESSON: Matthew 2:1–12 

Magi from the East follow the star to worship Jesus  

HYMN 213 *   What Child Is This GREENSLEEVES 

  The Presentation of Gifts 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM There Shall a Star  F. Mendelssohn 

 from Jacob Come Forth 

There shall a star from Jacob come forth, and a scepter from Israel rise up….And dash in pieces 

princes and nations….How brightly beams the morning star with sudden radiance from afar with 

light and comfort glowing! Thy Word, Jesus, inly feeds us, rightly leads us, life bestowing. Praise, 

oh praise such love o’er flowing! (Numbers 24:17; Psalm 2:9)  

Sanctuary Choir      

EVENING PRAYER  Rev. Matt Collins 

  The Message 

SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 9:6–7 (Pew Bible Page 573) 

SERMON  The Birth of the King Dr. Chris Walker 
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  The Response 

HYMN 210 * Silent Night! Holy Night! STILLE NACHT

The choir will sing Stanza 1 in the original German, accompanied by 

guitar. When invited by the conductor, the congregation will join in 

singing Stanzas 1–4 in English. 

 

1.  Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

 round yon virgin mother and Child. 

 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

 sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight! 

 Glories stream from heaven afar, 

 heav’nly hosts sing alleluia; 

 Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

3.  Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

 radiant beams from thy holy face,  

 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

4.  Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

 with the angels let us sing 

 Alleluia to our King; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

At the end of the service, please return your candles to the baskets found at each door. 
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BENEDICTION AND CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   

HYMN *                          See, amid the Winter’s Snow SEE AMID THE WINTER’S SNOW 

POSTLUDE   Variations on a Noel: X. Fugato & Presto M. Dupré  

   

* Worshipers, please stand if physically able. 
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At This Evening’s Service: 

Organist: Frank Dodd 

Prelude Musicians: Kara Hartman, soprano; Frank Dodd, piano; Ross Ellison, organ 

Sanctuary Choir: Floyd Rawleigh, director 

Musicians for Silent Night: 

Tony McWilliams, Hudson Rogers, Allyson Caddick, guitars; Beth Peazzoni, piano 

Candlelighters: Senior High Youth; Nancy Kuch, director; Jillian Rogers, assistant 

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS 

Thank you for being with us to worship our Savior this evening. If you are a newcomer or 

a guest, we especially welcome you and hope you will sense God’s presence among 

us. If you do not regularly attend a church, we invite you to come to our Sunday 

services. We worship at 8 and 11 each Sunday morning, and most Sunday evenings  

at 6.  

The message of Christmas is that God came to earth in the form of a man—Jesus of 

Nazareth. Jesus grew up not only to become the greatest teacher and miracle worker 

of all time, but to die a very unique death. In that death he was not the victim of evil 

men. Jesus willingly gave up his life and died on the cross so that he could pay the 

penalty for our sins. 

The story does not end with Jesus’ death—he also rose from the dead and 

demonstrated that he is God. And the story continues even further when we 

consciously believe that Jesus died for our sins. When we accept the forgiveness he 

offers, we receive Jesus’ promise of eternal life.  

If you would like to know your sins are forgiven, if you would like to be at peace with 

God, if you would like to have eternal life, tell Jesus you are a sinner and you need his 

forgiveness. Ask him to come into your life to be your Savior and Lord. Then read the 

Bible to learn how to live as a Christian, talk to God (and listen) daily in prayer, and get 

involved in a Bible-teaching church where you can find other followers of Jesus and 

grow in your Christian faith. We suggest beginning your Bible reading in the Gospel  

of John.  

Please feel free to ask us for help if you have any questions about what it means to be 

a Christian. One of our pastors or other leaders will be happy to talk and pray with you. 

Just contact the church office (717.569.2151, office@westpca.com). 

May you have a truly joyous Christmas and New Year! 
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Pastoral Staff 

Dr. Christopher Walker 

Senior Pastor 

walker@westpca.com 

Dr. John Light 

Senior Associate Pastor 

light@westpca.com 

Dr. Tucker York 

Executive Pastor/Missions 

york@westpca.com 

Dr. David Kieffer 

Associate Pastor/Discipleship & 

Outreach 

kieffer@westpca.com 

Dr. Barry Cureton 

Associate Pastor/Shepherding & 

Visitation 

cureton@westpca.com 

Rev. Matthew Collins 

Associate Pastor/Youth 

collins@westpca.com 

Dr. Michael Rogers 

Pastor Emeritus 

rogers@westpca.com 

Christmas Offering: 
Session has designated the 2023 Christmas offering be split equally between Korah Kids 

School, recently renamed Bridge School, where missionary Molly De Bruin serves in a 

community located in a trash dump in Ethiopia, and a partnering seminary’s highly sensitive 

“Project M,” which will enable believers in a closed country to receive theological training. 

Use the “Christmas Offering” envelope, mark a gold pew envelope “Christmas,” or give online 

at westpca.com/give. 


